Coronary artery reoperations.
From June 1976 to June 1989, 138 previously revascularized coronary patients were reoperated upon. This represents 3.28% of all aortocoronary bypass procedures performed during the same period in our institution. Characteristics of this group, risk factors, coronarographic data, perioperative morbidity and mortality are analyzed and compared to the data of the general population undergoing bypass surgery. The mean age of individuals requiring reoperation was 59 years. The mean interval between the two operations reached 73 months (5 to 180 months). Angiographic lesions were more extensive with three-vessel disease in 65% of the reoperated patients. The mean ejection fraction was 55%. A mean of 2.1 bypass grafts per patient were inserted with 60% of cases having an internal mammary artery graft. Perioperative infarction occurred in 8.0% of the reoperations and an intraaortic balloon counterpulsation was necessary in 4.3% at the end of the procedure. Operative mortality was 5%. Symptomatic improvement was obtained in 85% of the cases. In recent years, cardiac transplantation has been performed for 11 previously bypassed patients with severely impaired ventricular function. There were no postoperative deaths. Cardiac transplantation can be considered as a more valuable alternative to repeat coronary artery bypass grafting in such cases.